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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-38 are subject to examination. Claim 13 has been cancelled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
08/30/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-12 and 14-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Weldon et al. (hereinafter Weldon) (US 6, 366, 563 B1 ) 

Referring to claim 1, 

Weldon teaches an optical service agent operating at an optical switched router for 
managing a service level agreement (SLA) for a user in an optical communication 
network, the optical service agent (Fig. 2, element 207) comprising: 
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a user-to-network interface (UNI) for interfacing the user at the optical switched 
router with the optical communication network; (Fig. 4, element 415) 

authentication logic for controlling access by the user to the UNI; (col. 9, line 21- 

26) 

a peer-to-peer interface for interfacing with peer users; (col. 5, line 56-col. 6, line 
11) and 

optical service logic, coupled to the UNI and the peer-to-peer interface, for 
managing the optical communication network in accordance with said SLA for the user, 
(col. 6, line 29-53, col. 5, line 5-37) 
Referring to claim 2, 

Weldon teaches the optical service agent of claim 1 , wherein the optical communication 
network comprises an automatically switched optical/transport network (ASON). and 
wherein the UNI comprises an ASON UNI. (col. 9, line 7-12," (26) The probing 
operations are performed on the network 217 at layer 3 i.e., Er layer). Thus, the 
operation is performed independent of the physical and data link layers and thus may 
be used in any one of a variety of different network configurations such as frame relay, 
ATM, FDDI, packet-over SONET, Ethernet, fiber channel as well as others.") 
Referring to claim 3, 

Weldon teaches the optical service agent of claim 1 , wherein the optical service logic is 
operably coupled to monitor and analyze a connection in real-time for determining SLA 
compliance, (col. 4, line 16-34) 
Referring to claim 4, 
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Weldon teaches the optical service agent of claim 1 , wherein the optical service logic is 
operably coupled to gather and maintain statistical information relating to a connection, 
(col. 21-42) 
Referring to claim 5, 

Weldon teaches the optical service agent of claim 4, wherein the optical service logic is 
operably coupled to analyze the statistical information off-line for determining SLA 
compliance, patterns, and trends, (col. 11, line 21-42) 
Referring to claim 6, 

Weldon teaches the service agent of claim 1 wherein the optical service logic is 
operably coupled to interact with a service provider to enforce penalty provision in the 
SLA. 

Referring to claim 7, 

Weldon teaches the optical service agent of claim 1 , wherein the optical service logic 
is operably coupled to interact with a service provider to negotiate a credit for services 
not provided by the service provider in accordance with the SLA. (col. 1 1 , line 21-42) 
Referring to claim 8, 

Weldon teaches the optical service agent of claim 1 , wherein the optical service logic 
is operably coupled to interact with a service provider to negotiate "replacement" 
service for a breach of the SLA. (col. 1 1 , line 21-42) 
Referring to claim 9 , 10 and 11, 

Weldon teaches the optical service agent of claim 1, wherein the optical service logic 
is operably coupled to interact with various network elements to rectify a breach of the 
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SLA, and wherein the optical service logic is operably coupled to interact with to 
interact with the service provider lo dynamically modify the SLA based upon 
changing user requirements, and . wherein the optical service logic is operably 
coupled to interface with a billing/accounting system to provide SLA-related 
information, (col. 11, line 21-42) 
Referring to claim 12, 

Claim 12 is a claim to an optical router that incorporates the functionality of the optical 
service agent of claim 1. Therefore, claim 12 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 1. 

Referring to claim 14, 

Claim 14 is a claim to an optical router that incorporates the functionality of the optical 
service agent of claim 2. Therefore, claim 14 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 14. 

Referring to claim 15, 

Claim 15 is a claim to an optical router that incorporates the functionality of the optical 
service agent of claim 3. Therefore, claim 15 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 15. 

Referring to claim 16, 

Claim 16 is a claim to an optical router that incorporates the functionality of the optical 
service agent of claim 4. Therefore, claim 16 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 4. 

Referring to claim 17, 
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Claim 17 is a claim to an optical router that incorporates the functionality of the optical 
service agent of claim 5. Therefore, claim 17 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 5. 

Referring to claim 18, 

Claim 18 is a claim to a device that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 6. Therefore, claim 18 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 6. 
Referring to claim 19, 

Claim 19 is a claim to an optical router that incorporates the functionality of the optical 
service agent of claim 7. Therefore, claim 19 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 7. 

Referring to claim 20, 

Claim 20 is a claim to an optical router that incorporates the functionality of the optical 
service agent of claim 8. Therefore, claim 20 is rejected for the reasons set forth for 
claim 8. 

Referring to claims 21, 22 and 23, 

Claims 21 , 22 and 23 are claims to an optical router that incorporates the functionality of 
the optical service agent of claims 9, 10 and 11. Therefore, claims 21, 22 and 23 are 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claims 9, 10 and 1 1 . 
Referring to claim 24, 

Claim 24 is a claim to a system that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 1 . Therefore, claim 24 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 1 . 
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Referring to claim 25, 

Claim 25 is a claim to a system that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 2. Therefore, claim 25 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 2. 
Referring to claim 26, 

Claim 26 is a claim to a system that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 3. Therefore, claim 26 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 15. 
Referring to claim 27, 

Claim 27 is a claim to a system that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 4. Therefore, claim 27 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 4. 
Referring to claim 28, 

Claim 28 is a claim to a system that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 5. Therefore, claim 28 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 5. 
Referring to claim 29, 

Claim 29 is a claim to a system that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 6. Therefore, claim 29 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 6. 
Referring to claim 30, 

Claim 30 is a claim to a system that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 7. Therefore, claim 30 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 7. 
Referring to claim 31, 

Claim 31 is a claim to a system that incorporates the functionality of the optical service 
agent of claim 8. Therefore, claim 31 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 8. 
Referring to claims 32, 33 and 34, 
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Claims 32, 33 and 34 are claims to a system that incorporates the functionality of the 
optical service agent of claims 9, 10 and 11. Therefore, claims 32, 33 and 34 are 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claims 9, 1 0 and 1 1 . 
Referring to claim 35, 

Weldon teaches a method for managing service level agreements in an optical 
communication system at an optical switched router, the method comprising at least 
one of: 

authenticating a request for communication services at a user-to-network 
interface (UNI) of the optical switched router, the request including a service level 
agreement (SLA); 

monitoring and analyzing the connection in real-time for determining SLA 
compliance using a peer-to-peer interface of the optical-switched router; (col. 9, line 21- 
26) 

gathering and maintaining statistical information relating to a connection; 

analyzing statistical information off-line for determining SLA compliance, 
patterns, and trends; 

interacting with a service provider via the peer-to-peer interface to enforce 
penalty provisions in the SLA; 

interacting with a service provider via the peer to peer interface to negotiate a 
credit for services not provided by the service provider in accordance with the SLA; 

interacting with a service provider via the peer-to-peer interface to negotiate 
"replacement" services for a breach of the SLA; 
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interacting with various network elements to rectify a breach of the SLA; 

interacting with the service provider to dynamically modify the SLA based upon 
changing user requirements; and 

interfacing with a billing/accounting system to provide SLA-related information, 
(col. 11, line 21-42) 
Referring to claim 36, 

Weldon teaches the method of claims 35. wherein monitoring and analyzing a 
connection in real-time for determining SLA compliance comprises at least one of: 

monitoring the integrity of the connection to verify that the connection meets 
certain SLA criteria; 

monitoring traffic on the connection to verify that the connection meets certain 
SLA criteria; 

querying a core optical communication network in order to obtain information 
compiled by the core optical communication network for verifying that the connection 
meets certain SLA criteria; and 

querying in order to obtain information compiled by the peer users for verifying 
that the connection meets certain SLA criteria, (col. 1 1 , line 21-42) 
Referring to claim 37, 

Weldon teaches the method of claim 35, wherein interacting with various network 
elements to rectify a breach of the SLA comprises at least one of: 

re-requesting the connection; and notifying a service provider of the SLA breach; 
and orchestrating various network changes to resolve or work around the SIA breach. 
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Referring to claim 38, 

Weldon teaches the method of claim 35, wherein interacting with the service provider to 
dynamically modify the SLA based upon changing user requirements comprises: 

determining changing requirements of the user; and 

dynamically re-negotiating the SLA to meet the changing requirements of the 
user. (col. 6, line 29-53) 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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